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THE PRESIDENT’S NEWS CONFERENCE OF 
DECEMBER 2, 1966 


Held at the President’s Office in the Federal Building at Austin, Texas, With 
Gardner Ackley, Chairman of the Council of Economic Advisers, and 
Joseph A. Califano, Jr., Special Assistant to the President 


MeetiIncs WirH Mr. ACKLEY AND Mr. CALIFANO 


Tue Preswent. Mr. Ackley came into the office a little after 9 o'clock, 
and [ arrived a little before 9 o’clock. 

We have been reviewing some of the Council’s evaluations during 
the morning, and will be doing so during the day. 

Mr. Califano brought some matters down to discuss with me and 
for me to act upon. 


I will ask George Christian to prepare the necessary releases. 
RELEASE OF Copper From NATIONAL STOCKPILE 


I am authorizing the release of 150,000 tons of copper to be allo- 
cated solely to the defense and defense-supporting users. We will plan 
to distribute more of it in the early part of the year than in the latter 
part of the year. 

The set-aside levels for the first and second quarters have been 
tentatively agreed upon. 

The Attorney General has given me an opinion that I am acting 
under the authority contained in section 5 of the Strategic and Critical 
Materials Stockpiling Act. 

The release is based upon the recommendations of Mr. Ackley, as 
Chairman of the Council, Mr. McNamara, Mr. Katzenbach, Mr. 
Connor, Mr. Fowler, and Mr. Bryant of the Office of Emergency 
Planning. 


The details will be made available to you. 
REPORT OF PRESIDENT’S COMMISSION ON THE PATENT SYSTEM 


I am today also releasing the report of the Presidential Commission 
on Patent Policy. It is a result of more than a year’s study. The 
Commission was appointed on July 23, 1965. 
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I asked them to determine how well the patent system currently 
serves our national needs and international goals, and, secondly, to 
devise possible improvements and recommend any changes required to 
strengthen the entire system. 

This has been a very fine and constructive commission. I am 
turning over their report to the Secretary of Commerce, the Acting 
Attorney General, and my Science Adviser, Dr. Hornig. 

In releasing the report, I want to commend it to the attention of 
all interested Americans. I want to especially express my appreciation 
to the cochairmen, Dr. Harry Hunt Ransom, chancellor of the Univer- 
sity of Texas, and Judge Simon H. Rifkind, of New York, and the other 
gentlemen who gave so generously of their time. 





They are listed in the release that will be available to you. 


QUESTIONS 


I will be glad to take any questions that you may have 
to ask. Then Mr. Ackley and Mr. Califano will be glad 
to explain anything to you that you may want them to 
elaborate upon. 


GOVERNMENT INCOME 


Q. Mr. President, what is the Council’s evaluation of 
Government income for this fiscal year? 

Tue Preswent. The Council is following the gross 
national product figures and the figures that they report 


to me now are generally the figures that have been made 
available to you. 


At this stage of the game, it looks like somewhat in the 
neighborhood of $117 billion, but there are still 7 months 
yet to go. 


We must say that that is speculative and a guess at the 
best. If it is up or down, as it will be, no one can guess 
on what 65 million workers are going to pay in 7 months 
ahead of the time that it is all in. 


That seems to be the best prudent guess of the fiscal 
experts, which includes the Council. 


NATIONAL INCOME BUDGET 


Q. Mr. President, do you have any estimate on the 
deficit or surplus in the national income budget? 

Tue Preswent. Yes. The economists give a great 
deal of attention to that budget, I think much more to 
that than they do to the administrative budget, because 
that determines how much comes out of the economic 
bloodstream and how much goes into it. 

I think their present estimates are that this year it will 
be very close to a balance, perhaps a billion or two off. 

Q. Sir, would that be a deficit or a surplus? 

Tue Preswent. I say a balance. I would think if 
you are dealing with $140 billion odd, you are getting into 
a pretty close range. 

I would say there has been a surplus up until now, but 


we would expect at the end of the year it would be rea- 
sonably close to balance. 


RELEASE OF COPPER AND THE PRICE SITUATION IN METALS 


Q. Mr. President, this is probably covered in the release 
we will get, but is the release of this copper connected in 
any way with the price situation in metals? 

Tue Preswent. No. We don’t discuss price. We 
make available this copper. We want to keep these com- 
modities that are extensively used in war products at as 
low a price as possible. 

We regret there has been an increase in some of them. 
But due to the copper supply situation and due to the re- 
straints that have been placed on certain production, and 
our inability to substantially increase our own production 
above what we have tried to get, they have felt that this 


was the wise and prudent thing because of the needs of 
the defense users. 


DECISIONS ON BUDGET AND TAX INCREASE 


Q. Mr. President, did Mr. Ackley bring you down any 
definitive figures that will help you make a decision on 
the budget, tax increase, et cetera? 

Tue Preswent. Yes, but they all may change tomor- 
row. These things do change in our society. 

He reviewed with me in some detail some of the things 
that I mentioned to some of you I had seen. The em- 
ployment figures are released today by the Bureau of 
Labor Statistics. They show that there are almost 65 
million people working in nonfarm jobs. 

They show that employment is up 2.9 million this year. 

They show that unemployment is down to 1.7 percent 
for married persons, and there have been reductions in 
teenage and nonwhite unemployment. 

They show that the average manufacturing weckly 
wage is about $114—$113.98 or $113.99, I believe. 

All of those things have a bearing on what we are guess- 
ing our revenue will be and what we are guessing our 
gross national product will be. 

You can imagine the shock that would come to the UP 
if you put a lead on that 2.9 million people lost their jobs 
this year. 

But if you do, and I assume you will, write that 2.9 
million more men are working today and have new jobs. 
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I hope that shocks them, too, because that is good news 
and that is something they are glad to hear. 

We hope that every person that can have a job, who 
needs one, gets one. That is the goal we are working to. 

They do give us problems. You have problems in what- 
ever you do, whether you have unempioyment or full em- 
ployment. We like the problems we have now that we 
are discussing this morning much more than we do those 
we would discuss if we had a depression. 


THE ECONOMY GENERALLY 


Q. Mr. President, on the basis of these figures, how 
does the economy look, generally? 

Tue Preswent. I just told you. It is $114 a weekly 
wage, 2.7 million people working this year that were not 
working last year, roughly 65 million working on non- 
farm jobs. 

It is very healthy and very strong. 


PRESSURES ON THE ECONOMY 


Q. Mr. President, are you and your advisers working 
with any estimate yet of the overall pressure on the econ- 
omy next year? That is, the overheating. Could you 
tell us about what your estimates are? 

Tue Preswent. We are working with it every day 
but we don’t have our estimates at hand. 

We have the plant investment figures which are a fac- 
tor to be taken into consideration. They will be an- 
nounced a little later. We discussed them this morning. 

Q. They are ready? 

Tue PreswentT. They are, yes. 

They are down, as expected. They may be announced 
in time for your deadline. 


A NEW ATTORNEY GENERAL 


Q. Mr. President, do you think we could expect an 
announcement shortly on a new Attorney General? 
Tue Preswent. No. 


THE ECONOMY 


Q. Mr. President, are there any signs at the present 
that the overheating of the economy is lessening which 
raises the possibility of a tax increase, if one should be put 
into effect, which might have an adverse effect on the 
economy? 

Tue Present. We have to weigh all the factors be- 
fore reaching a decision like that. 

I do not want to evaluate them now. 
mislead any of you. 

I recall one time when I told you three or four factors 
that had to be considered. I received a nice, big lead 
that said the intimation was very strong that a tax in- 
crease would be forthcoming promptly. 

So I do not think we had better go into that. We 
will make the decision. We will weigh these things 
carefully. 


I don’t want to 
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There are a good many things we have to look at. We 
have time to do it. We will use that time. 

Then we will be making a guess. But we do not want 
to guess until we have more information. 


EASING CREDIT 


Q. Mr. President, is there any possibility that the Fed- 
eral Reserve Bank or any other Government agency can 
do anything more to ease credit right now? 

Tue PresweEnt. There is always the possibility, surely. 
The answer is yes. 

Q. Is there anything in the works? 

Tue Preswent. You will have to ask the Federal 
Reserve about their operations. 


THE MEXICAN TRIP 


Q. Mr. President, are you prepared to say now who 
might be going to Mexico with you tomorrow? 

THE PRESWENT. Yes. George will give that to you. 

I have said it a time or two. Secretary Rusk will be 
going. You have the names of the others: Assistant Secre- 
tary Lincoln Gordon, and the Members of Congress that 
are on the border of Mexico who represent our areas. 

Senator Tower, Senator Yarborough, and the Governor 
have been invited. 

They can give you the tabulations on those that have 
accepted. 

There will also be Congressman Pickle, who represents 
this district, plus the Congressmen on the Rio Grande, 
Mrs. Johnson, and staff people. 

Ambassador Linowitz of the OAS is coming down to 
make a report to me and will go with me. 

I believe he is coming tonight with Mrs. Johnson. 

Q. Mr. President, is there some prohibition against the 
President of Mexico crossing the border without the con- 
sent of Congress that will bar his coming over? 

THE Preswent. I don’t know whether it will bar it. 
I will answer your question as to the last part of it. 

I think the President has to have the consent of the 
Congress to leave the country. I don’t know what he has 
done about it. I don’t know what his plans are. I do 
not need consent. 

I plan to go into Mexico and I look forward with great 
pleasure to making the trip. 


THE PRESIDENT’S SPEECH 


Q. Mr. President, will there be an occasion for you to 
make a speech of some kind there? 

Tue Present. It will not be a very long one. You 
do not need to be troubled about it. 

Q. I was hoping we could have an advance text before 
we leave in the morning. 

Tue Present. If you will take it and say that this 
is my speech and use it and stand on it without writing 
two paragraphs that this is the text which I released, 
which I did not deliver. 
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I cannot guess whether I will deliver it or not. I have 
one prepared and I will give it to you. 
Q. That is fine. 


RELEASE OF COPPER 


Q. Mr. President, I did not understand how many 
tons of copper you mentioned. Was it 150,000 tons? 

Tue Preswent. Yes. They will give you the release. 
Can you hold that a moment? 

Q. Surely, Mr. President. 


FURTHER TALKS WITH MR. ACKLEY 


Q. Do you expect to see Mr. Ackley down here again 
soon, Mr. President? 

THe Preswent. I expect him to be in and out 
wherever I am. 

Q. Is there any kind of a December 10—I know 
you do not like the word “deadline” 

Tue Preswent. The answer is no, again. 

Q. He recommended, when you were in the hospital, 
that you come to some sort of a decision by December 10, 
I believe. 

Tue Present. He makes a lot of recommendations. 
But I have answered your question. 





ROLE OF BUDGETS IN DETERMINING TAXES 


Q. Mr. President, going back to the national income 
budget, does it play a larger role in determining the tax 
question than the administrative budget? How do they 
stack together? 

THE PrEsIDENT. The economists tell me that they give 
much more weight to the income account budget than 
they do the administrative budget because it reflects a 
much more accurate figure of the economy. 

I have to give considerable attention to all three of 
them. 

Q. Mr. Ackley 

THE PrResmeENT. Have you any other questions of me? 
Does anyone have any other questions? 

Gardner, do you want to state what you have been 
doing and take any questions? 





Mr. ACKLEY’Ss COMMENTS ON THE ECONOMY 


Mr. AckLeEy. Very briefly, the President asked me to 
come down to review some of the more recent economic 
news, and I did. I told him what had been going on in 
the economy, not that he did not follow it about as closely 
as I did. 

But I gave him my views about it. We talked about 
various problems that are present and pending, problems 
that the President described as the pleasant problems of 
a prosperous economy; and about the decisions that have 
to be made. 

That is about all I need to say. 


Q. Mr. Ackley, what sort of GNP do you project for 
this year? 
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Mr. Ack.ey. You will find that in our Council Eco- 
nomic Report. 
For which year? 


Q. For 1967. 

Mr. AckLey. We will give that to you about the 20th 
of January. 

Q. Did you bring any new information which throws 
light on the fiscal and monetary situation as the President 
approaches his decision? 

Mr. Ack.ey. I think every piece of information is rel- 
evant. The employment numbers that were released at 
11 o'clock today are certainly very relevant as showing 
where the economy stands now. 

The plant and equipment figures that I brought down 
and discussed with the President also are obviously very 
relevant. 

New numbers come in almost every day which add one 
little bit of information that is helpful in assessing where 
we are and where we are going. 

Q. Mr. Ackley, how would you sum up the outlook for 
the economy in the 1967 calendar year in terms of pros- 
perity continuing? Will there be a slowdown? Is there 
a chance of a recession? 

Mr. Ackvey. I would summarize it in very general 
terms. Of course, prosperity will continue. We will have 
an expanding economy. 

No one can ever say that a recession is absolutely out 
of the question. I don’t think anyone has yet been able to 
do that. 

I certainly see no reasonable prospect of recession. We 
are hoping the growth of the economy will continue to be 
along the moderate course that it has been ever since early 
this year. 

If it is, it will be a very rewarding kind of an economy 
in terms of sustaining jobs and incomes. 

We are also hoping and looking for movement back 
toward price stability with less of an advance in prices 
than we have had in 1966. 

Q. Mr. Ackley, what plant equipment figures are you 
talking about that you brought down? Are these projec- 
tions for next year? 

Mr. Ackey. These are the results of the Commerce 
Department-SEC survey of investment intentions by 
business firms. 

Q. What do those figures say and what do they indi- 
cate to you? 

Mr. Acktey. Unfortunately, they are not yet released. 
I do not want to speak about them. 

Q. They are only for the first quarter? 

Mr. Acktey. No. They will be for the first and the 
second quarters of 1967, plus the preliminary estimate for 
the fourth quarter and a revision for the quarter just past. 

Q. They are pretty early, are they not? 

Mr. Ack.ey. This is about the time when these fig- 


ures come out. A year ago they came out at about just 
this time. 
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They were rather startling figures. 

Q. Could you, without violating the release, say 
whether they serve to whip up or to calm any concern 
about an overheated economy? 

Mr. AcCKLEy. I would rather not comment on the fig- 
ures at all before they are released. 

Q. Mr. Ackley, you said you talked about various 
problems. Is there anything more specific you can give 
uson that? What problems? 

Mr. AcKLEy. Prices, wages, the balance of payments, 
jobs, and the budget—they are all problems. 

THE PresivENT. We have talked, since he came, to the 
Director of the Budget, to the Secretary of Defense, and 
to the Director of the Budget the second time. 

We will be doing that. 

This is not an attempt to build up anything, Bob. It is 
just an activity report. 

Q. Mr. Ackley, you said you were looking for and 
hoping for more price stability in the next year. Just 
taking the second part, hoping for, what reason do you 
have to hope for more price stability? What indicators 
are there in the economy? 

Mr. Acktey. I think there are several things that are 
very relevant there. 

In the first place, we don’t expect a repetition of the 
large increase in farm and food prices that we had this 
year. 

In the second place, the growth of the economy at a 
moderate balanced rate will not require the large addi- 
tions to employment, as large as we had going in 1965 to 
1966, when we pulled into the labor force large numbers 
of teenagers, women, unskilled workers. 

It ought to be a more balanced, moderate kind of a 
growth that will not create the same kind of bottlenecks 
and pressures that had contributed to rising prices in some 
sectors this past year. 

Tue Present. Are there any other questions? 

Q. Do you care to comment on Mr. Heller’s proposal 
of a surtax of something like 5 or 6 percent? 

Mr. Acktey. No, I don’t think so. 

Tue Preswent. If there are no other questions, Joe 
Califano can discuss with any of you who have an interest 
the 150,000 ton copper allotment and the first and second 
quarter percentage distribution, answering any other 
questions you may want to ask. 


FEDERAL TAX SHARING WITH STATES 


Q. Mr. President, the House Republicans have said 
that their big legislative goal of 1967 is sharing of Federal 
tax revenues with the States. Do you care to comment 
on that? 

Tue Present. No. 


Mr. CALIFANO’s COMMENTS ON DISPOSAL OF COPPER 


Mr. Cauirano. The figure I think you asked for, 
which the President just gave, is 150,000 tons which comes 
out of the stockpile. 
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The set-aside figures for the first quarter are 26 percent 
of the average quarterly copper supply in 1965, and 29 
percent of the average quarterly copper supply in 1965 is 
the set-aside figure for the second quarter. 

This is roughly 10 percent of the copper supply in 1967. 

Q. What do you mean by set-aside figures? Is that to 
be added to the stockpile? 

Mr. Ca.irano. These are percentages that the Secre- 
tary of Commerce determines shall be used for defense 
purposes, by defense users, just as 150,000 tons is a release 
for defense users and defense-supporting users. 

Q. Mr. Califano, where will that leave the stockpile? 

Mr. Catirano. The stockpile was at 409,000 tons be- 
fore the release. It leaves it at 259,000 tons. 


Q. Is part of this disposal aimed at keeping the price 
down, or is it entirely just to satisfy defense needs? 

Mr. Ca.irano. It has nothing to do with that. 

Tue Preswent. It could affect it, but that is not the 
purpose of it. 


Don’t let them get you hung on that. 


Mr. Carano. I might add in connection with the size 
of the stockpile that you will all recal! that the President 
ordered, last March, the General Services Administrator, 
Lawson Knott, to set up a program to expand copper 
production. 

Mr. Knott has reported to the President that beginning 
in 1968 and continuing through 1971, this program will 
bring in a total of about 200,000 tons of additional copper, 
and that starting in 1972 it will bring in 200,000 tons 
each year. 

Tue PresmenNT. Are there any other questions? 

Reporter. Thank you. 


NOTE: President Johnson’s ninetieth news conference was held in 
his office in the Federal Building at Austin, Texas, at 11:25 a.m, 
c.s.t., on Friday, December 2, 1966. As printed above, his remarks 
follow the text released by the White House. 

The memorandum on the release of copper from the national 
stockpile and the statement on the report of the President’s Com- 
mission on the Patent System, to which the President referred in 
his opening remarks, appear at 2 Weekly Comp. Pres. Docs., p. 1751 
and p. 1752 respectively. 


Manual for Courts-Martial 


Executive Order 11317. December 3, 1966 


AMENDING PARAGRAPH 127c OF THE MANUAL For 
Courts-MarTIAL, Unitep States, 1951 


By virtue of the authority vested in me by Article 56 of 
the Uniform Code of Military Justice (10 U.S.C. 856), 
and as President of the United States, the Table of Maxi- 
mum Punishments contained in paragraph 127c of the 
Manual for Courts-Martial, United States, 1951 (pre- 
scribed by Executive Order No. 10214 of February 8, 
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1951, as amended ), is hereby amended so that the offenses 
and punishments for violations of Article 113 of the Uni- 
form Code of Military Justice shall be as follows: 


! 








Article Offenses Punishments 





113 | Misbehavior of sentinel or 
lookout: 

In areas designated as | Dishonorable discharge, 
authorizing entitlement forfeiture of all pay and 
to special pay for duty allowances, and confine- 
subject to hostile fire. ment at hard labor not 

| to exceed ten years. 

| Dishonorable discharge, 

forfeiture of all pay and 
allowances, and confine- 
ment at hard labor not 

to exceed one year. 


In all other places. 











Lynpon B. JoHNSON 
The White House 

December 3, 1966 
[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 1:53 p.m., 
December 5, 1966] 


note: E.O. 11317 was not made public in the form of a White 
House press release. 


Laughlin Air Force Base, ‘Texas 


The President’s Remarks Prior to His Inspection of the 
Amistad Dam Site in Mexico. December 3, 1966 


Governor Connally and Mrs. Connally, Secretary Rusk, 
distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen: 


Mrs. Johnson and I want to thank you very much for 
coming out to see us this cold morning. 

In a few minutes, we will go across the border to help 
inspect a dam we are building with our good friends of 
Mexico. That dam, as all of you here in Del Rio know, 
will serve many purposes. 

This new dam will, first of all, stand as a monument 
to international cooperation. It will be proof that two 
very proud and great nations can share a common border 
in both peace and harmony. 

Not everyone in the world has learned that lesson. A 
few weeks ago I landed at another Air Force base, near 
another border. That base was in Viet-Nam. That is 
where brave Americans are today fighting and dying to 
protect the freedom and independence of 16 million 
human beings. 

All of us wish it were not so. We wish we could stop 
the shooting and begin the long task of rebuilding that 
war-torn land. 

But I want to tell you today how very proud all of us 
in positions of leadership in Washington are of the men 
on whose shoulders this burden has fallen. When I was 
there, General Westmoreland told me that no Com- 
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mander in Chief ever commanded a finer Armed Force. 
They are brave. They are good-humored. They are 
selfless. And they know what they are fighting for. 
Some of you no doubt have already served in Viet-Nam. 
Others of you will probably be called upon to do so. 
You can be very proud of the uniform you are wearing. 
It was never in all our history worn by better or more 
competent men. And the world will not soon forget the 
sacrifices all of you are making in the name of preserving 
liberty and freedom for all of us. 
This morning, as I leave our border to cross into another 
country, I salute each of you. May God bless all of you. 
Thank vou very much. 
NOTE: The President spoke at 11:01 a.m., c.s.t. As printed above, 


the remarks follow the text of the White House press release, issued 
at Austin, Texas. 


Inspection of Amistad Dam 


The President’s Remarks at the Civic Plaza, 
Ciudad Acuna, Mexico. December 3, 1966 


Mr. President and Mrs. Diaz Ordaz, Governor and Mrs. 
Aguirre, Governor Connally and Mrs. Connally, Secretary 
Teran, Ambassador Margain, Secretary Rusk, Secretary 
Udall, Ambassador Freeman, members of the official 
party, distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen: 


Last April we met in your beautiful capital city to pay 
homage to a hero of the past. 

Today we meet here on the frontier to inspect a monu- 
ment to the future. 

The work that we see going on around us tells us the 
dramatic story of what two peoples working together can 
accomplish : 

—Here we see the decisions of President Eisenhower 
and President Lopez Mateos to embark on this joint 
enterprise. 

—Here we will see the action of two Congresses in 
voting the funds to build the dam. 

—Here we see the Mexican and the United States tech- 

nicians and laborers working side by side throwing 
up the earth embankments and erecting the concrete 
structures. 
And looking into the future, Mr. President, we will 
see millions of farmers and townspeople on both sides 
of this great river enjoying the protection which this 
great dam will afford and the resources and recrea- 
tion which this great lake will provide. 

What we are accomplishing along this river, Mr. Presi- 
dent, sets a pattern which I hope will be increasingly 
repeated by neighboring countries throughout this 
hemisphere. 





The future of Latin America’s progress depends in con- 
siderable measure on the development of multinational 
projects such as we have here at the Amistad Dam: 
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—There are river basins like the River Plate system to 
be harnessed. 

—There are roads like the Eastern Andean Highway 
to be built. 

—There are petroleum and gas pipelines to be laid. 

—There are satellite telecommunications systems to be 
designed. 

—There are electric power grids, as in Central America, 
yet to be connected. 

—There are basic industries like fertilizer, paper, and 
petrochemicals that are to be developed. 

—And there are still inner frontiers in both Central and 
South America yet to be explored. 

We have other frontiers to cross together: There are 


children to be educated, minds to be developed, bodies to 
be healed, health to be preserved. 


These, too, are worthy goals for good neighbors who 
share a common dedication to human progress and to 
social justice. 

At the forthcoming meeting of Presidents of the Ameri- 
can Republics, there will be opportunity for all of us to 
give the multinational project movement added impetus. 

For only by working across frontiers and pooling human 
and material resources—as we have done here—can a 
strong and an integrated Latin America be achieved. 

Our common frontier, Mr. President, stretches for 
almost 2,000 miles from the Gulf of Mexico to the Pacific 
Ocean. 

Amistad Dam is another link in the bridge of mutual 
trust, friendship, and progress which unite our two 
peoples. 

Everyone here today in his own way has contributed to 
the building of Amistad Dam. You can be very proud 
of your contribution. 


I am very happy and very grateful to my good friend 
President Diaz Ordaz for the opportunity to share with 
him—-and with you—the pleasure of this moment of fel- 
lowship and the excitement of the construction of a great 
project like Amistad Dam. 

Long live the friendship between the people of the 
United States and the people of Mexico. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:18 p.m., c.s.t., at the Civic Plaza 


in Ciudad Acuna, Mexico. As printed above, his remarks follow 
the text of the White House press release, issued at Austin, Texas. 


Inspection of Amistad Dam 


Joint Statement by the President of the United States 
and the President of Mexico. December 3, 1966 


The Presidents of the United States of America and the 
United Mexican States have come together here, because 
of the common interest of their governments in the prog- 
ress of construction of the Amistad (Friendship) Dam 
which is being constructed jointly by the two governments 
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on the Rio Grande near Del Rio, Texas, and Ciudad 
Acuna, Coahuila, under the Treaty of 1944. 

The Presidents have expressed their pleasure at the 
satisfactory progress of the construction which will assure 
completion of the Dam by the Spring of 1969, on schedule. 

The International Dam is a multi-purpose project: It 
will control the River’s floods and thereby prevent the loss 
of life and devastating property damage as have occurred 
in the past on both sides of the River from Del Rio and 
Ciudad Acuna to Brownsville, Texas, and Matamoras, 
Tamaulipas. 

With Falcon Dam, it will conserve the greatest quantity 
of annual flow of the river in a way to insure the con- 
tinuance of existing uses and development of the optimum 
feasible future uses within the water allotments to each 
country. It will enable developments of hydroelectric 
energy which will be divided equally between the two 
countries. It will enable development of a great inland 
water recreational facility for the benefit of this region 
in the two countries. 

The Presidents recognize that the construction of the 
Amistad Dam stems from the good understanding and 
frank and cordial spirit of international cooperation which 
happily exists between the United States and Mexico, and 
that it constitutes an outstanding example of how two 
neighbor countries can resolve their common boundary 
problems with benefit to both. 

The Presidents expressed pleasure that this joint visit to 
the site of the dam has afforded them opportunity to 
strengthen even more their personal friendship which will 
undoubtedly be reflected in greater understanding be- 
tween the two nations. 


NOTE: The joint statement was released at Austin, Texas. 


United States Military Academy 


Announcement of the Annual Report of the 
Board of Visitors. December 5, 1966 


The President has received the 1966 Report of the 
Board of Visitors to the United States Military Academy. 

The Board reached the following conclusions: 

1. The Military Academy is effectively discharging its 
mission. 

2. The Cadet Honor Code is a sound and essential 
program. 

3. The staff, faculty, and personnel of the West Point 
garrison possess high professional competence, devotion to 
duty, and sincerity of purpose. 

4. The Superintendent, Maj. Gen. Donald V. Bennett, 
is commended for his leadership in discharging his 
responsibilities. 

The Board made the following recommendations: 

1. That the Academic Board keep the matter of cadet 
counseling under continuing review to the end that the 
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maximum benefits of the Academy’s program of counsel- 
ing be realized. 

2. Accelerate expansion programs to construct family 
housing, a Science Building, and a Cadet Union Building. 

3. Consider offering additional courses in fields such as 
human physiology and animal biology, and providing 
credit for studying a second foreign language. 

4. Consider legislation on increased faculty pay for long 
tenure and higher retirement pay grades. 

The members of the Board were the following: 


SENATOR SAM J. Ervin, Jr., North Carolina 
SENATOR ALLEN J. ELLENpDER, Louisiana 
SENATOR A. WILLIs RoBErTSON, Virginia 


SENATOR GeorcE L. Murpuy, California 
ConcressMan G. Exuiotr Hacan, Georgia 
ConcRESSMAN GLENAaRD P. Lipscoms, California 
ConGcRESSMAN WIL.1AM H. Natcuer, Kentucky 
CoNGRESSMAN ALEXANDER Pirniz, New York 
ConcrEssMAN O.In E. Teacue, Texas 


Josern A. Beirne, president, Communication Workers of America, 
Washington, D.C. 


Gen. James F, Corns (Ret.), president, American National Red 
Cross 


Dr. Freperick Lawson Hovnpe, president, Purdue University, 
Lafayette, Ind. 


Dr. Frank A. Rose, president, University of Alabama, Tuscaloosa, 
Ala. 


Rosert Sr. Ciair Conanay III, Hackettstown, N.J. 


May. Gen. Leir J. Sverprup, USAR (Ret.), chairman of the board 
and chief executive officer, Sverdrup and Parcel Associates, 
Inc., St. Louis, Mo. 


NOTE: The announcement was released at Austin, Texas. 


United States Air Force Academy 


Announcement of Annual Report of the 
Board of Visitors. December 5, 1966 


The President has received the 1966 Report of the 
Board of Visitors to the United States Air Force Academy, 
together with the comments by the Secretary of the Air 
Force and the Secretary of Defense. 

The Board made the following major findings and 
recommendations: 

1. The Academy is admirably fulfilling its stated 
mission. 

2. The Academy’s construction program is on schedule. 


3. The number of candidates nominated by each Mem- 
ber of Congress should be increased from six to ten, keep- 
ing the number of qualified candidates in balance with 
larger enrollments. 


4. The academic accomplishments of the Academy are 
at least equal to those of the best undergraduate colleges 
and universities in the United States. 

5. The Cadet Wing is strongly committed to the Cadet 
Honor Code as a personal code of ethics. Special empha- 
sis should be given to insure an understanding of the code 
by new cadets and their parents. 
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6. There should be the continued high priority selec- 
tion of the faculty from among the best qualified Air Force 
officers. The proportion of the Ph. D.’s on the faculty 
should be continually increased. 


7. The Academy staff is doing an outstanding job of 
applying the principles of sound fiscal management in the 
Academy’s operations. 


8. There should be limited flying indoctrination for all 
cadets. 


9. Overseas field studies by cadets should be resumed 
as soon as circumstances permit. 


The Board was composed of the following members: 


Gen. Emmett O’Donne tt, Jr., USAF (Ret.)—Chairman 

Haroi_p Cur.irr Stuart, former Assistant Secretary of the Air 
Force, Tulsa, Okla. 

Houston H. Harte, president, Express Publishing Co., San 
Antonio, Tex. 


Dr. Epcar F. SHANNON, Jr., president, University of Virginia, 
Charlottesville, Va. 

Dr. Rosert V. Dantes, chairman, History Department, University 
of Vermont, Burlington, Vt. 

Rev. Josepn A. Fianerty, president, Villanova University, Villa- 
nova, Pa. 

SENATOR Gorpon L. A.Lortt, Colorado 

Senator Gate W. McGee, Wyoming 

SENATOR Frank E. Moss, Utah 

Senator Ricuarp B. Russe tt, Georgia 

REPRESENTATIVE Rosert J. Doe, Kansas 

REPRESENTATIVE JOHN J. Fiynt, Jr., Georgia 

REPRESENTATIVE ME vin R. Lairp, Wisconsin 

REPRESENTATIVE Byron G. Rocers, Colorado 

REPRESENTATIVE L. MENDEL Rivers, South Carolina 


NOTE: The announcement was released at Austin, Texas. 


Bill of Rights Day, Human Rights Day, 
Human Rights Week 


Proclamation 3758. December 5, 1966 


By the President of the United States of America 
a Proclamation 


One hundred and seventy-five years ago, on December 
15, 1791, our Bill of Rights—the first ten amendments of 
the United States Constitution—became effective. The 
Bill of Rights guarantees to every American the rights 
which are the foundation of democracy—freedom of 
speech and religion, the right to peaceable assembly and 
petition, and the right to fair trial and protection against 
cruel and unusual punishments. The Bill of Rights thus 
affirms the words of the Declaration of Independence: 


—That all men are created equal, 

—-That they are endowed by their Creator with certain 
unalienable rights, 

—That among these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of 
happiness, 

—That to secure these rights, governments are insti- 
tuted among men, and 

—That governments derive their just powers from the 
consent of the governed. 
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Any denial of these rights diminishes our stature as a 
nation. Yet, for too many, the ideals of freedom, justice, 
and equality are words only, with no real place or mean- 
ing in their daily lives. 

Our successes in the struggle for human rights must not 
content us. Let them, rather, encourage us to move for- 
ward in this noblest of work of man, It must never be 
said that injustice and inequality lived on in this era of 
unparalleled opportunity with our permission or our 
encouragement. 

On December 10, 1948 the General Assembly of the 
United Nations adopted the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights as a standard for all people and all nations. 
It recognizes that equal and inalienable rights for all man- 
kind are essential to freedom, justice, and peace in the 
world. It calls for an international order in which these 
rights and freedoms can be fully realized. 

We must oppose any force—whether at home or 
abroad—which would deny these rights or take them 
away by threats or violence. We can take no other course. 
This is our heritage and our choice. 

Now, THEREFORE, I, Lynpon B. JoHNson, President 
of the United States of America, do hereby proclaim De- 
cember 10, 1966, as Human Rights Day and December 
15, 1966, as Bill of Rights Day, and call upon the people 
of the United States to observe the week of December 10— 
17 as Human Rights Week, with appropriate ceremonies 
and activities. 

In Witness Wue_reor, I have hereunto set my hand 
and caused the Seal of the United States of America to 
be affixed. 

Done at the City of Washington this fifth day of De- 
cember in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred 
and sixty-six, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the one hundred and 
ninety-first. 


[SEAL] 


Lynpon B. JoHNSON 
By the President: 
NicHOLas DEB. KaTzENBACH 
Acting Secretary of State 
[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 4:03 p.m., December 
8, 1966] 
NOTE: Proclamation 3758 was released at Austin, Texas. 


Government Construction of 
Post Office Buildings 


Memorandum for the President From the 


Postmaster General. December 5, 1966 


The General Services Administration will delegate au- 
thority to the Post Office Department to design and con- 
struct public buildings which will be used exclusively for 
postal purposes. 
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Federal agencies are generally responsible for the devel- 
opment and construction of special purpose buildings 
in which they are the sole occupants. In the case of the 
postal service this will allow for direct control of an entire 
project without the necessity of going through another 
government agency (GSA) except for prospectus pur- 
poses, It contemplates that the cost of the buildings will 
be approved by the Congressional Sub-Committees han- 
dling Post Office Department appropriations. These 
Committees will take action based on their general famili- 
arity of postal needs. Inasmuch as the funds will be 
appropriated directly to the Post Office Department there 
will be a more accurate portrayal of what it is costing us 
to carry the Nation’s mail each year. I expect that this 
new authority will eliminate delays. 

Some buildings now in the planning stages which had 
been contemplated as lease construction projects will be 
transferred to Federal construction when funds are made 
available. 

The General Accounting Office in two studies, the 
Bureau of the Budget, Committees of the Congress, indi- 
vidual members and some segments of the press have all 
urged the Department to construct, at the minimum, its 
larger buildings for government ownership. They con- 
tend that the lease construction program which the De- 
partment has heavily utilized during the past ten years is 
more costly, with respect to such buildings, than a govern- 
ment construction program. 

The Department’s analysis shows that, in the case of 
larger buildings in excess of 50,000 square feet in size 
which would be occupied by the postal service for 30 
years or more, government construction and ownership is 
substantially cheaper than leasing from private enterprise. 
More than 20 percent of the total rental paid by the 
Department goes for local real estate taxes. In addition, 
the cost of borrowing money for private construction is 
somewhat greater than government interest rates and, of 
course, the private entrepreneur must have some profit for 
his endeavors. 

On November 10, 1966, I reached a preliminary agree- 
ment with Lawson Knott, the Administrator of General 
Services Administration, specifically relating to 14 build- 
ings which had already been approved by the respective 
Public Works Committees. Our appropriation requests 
for fiscal year 1968 will be revised to include the initial 
funding for much of the work on these projects. Requests 
for site and design funds in the fiscal year 1968 will 
include: 

Tucson, Arizona 

West Los Angeles, California 

Jacksonville, Florida 

Atlanta, Georgia 

Carbondale, Illinois 

Syracuse, New York 

Charlotte, North Carolina 

Rapid City, South Dakota 

Roanoke, Virginia 
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In addition, site, design and construction cost will be 
requested for a new Post Office in St. Louis, Missouri, and 
site, design and foundation costs for Morgan Station in 
New York, New York. In the case of Van Nuys, Cali- 
fornia, Akron, Ohio, and San Antonio, Texas, funds have 
already been appropriated to GSA for sites and designs. 
That Agency will continue its efforts to locate and acquire 
the sites. Following the acquisitions, the sites along with 
design funds will be turned over to the Post Office 
Department. 


NOTE: The text of the memorandum was released at Austin, Texas. 


Medal of Honor 


Announcement of Award of the Medal to 
Sgt. Robert Emmett O’ Malley, USMC. 
December 5, 1966 


Sergeant Robert Emmett O’ Malley, the first Marine to 
be awarded the Medal of Honor since the Korean war, 
will be decorated by the President in ceremonies to be held 
in Austin, Texas, on Tuesday, December 6, at 11 a.m. 

A native of New York City, O’Malley earned the 
highest combat award while serving as a squad leader in 
“Operation Starlight” on August 18, 1965, in the vicinity 
of Chu Lai. <A corporal at the time of the action, he led 
his Marines in repeated assaults against entrenched Viet- 
cong who were inflicting a heavy toll on a nearby Marine 
unit. Wounded three times during the action, he refused 
evacuation until the mission was accomplished and he had 
covered the evacuation of the survivors of his squad, each 
of them wounded. 

O’Malley (now a Marine reservist on inactive duty) 
was born June 3, 1943, in New York City, the son of 
John and Catherine O’ Malley, of 51—28 48th St., Wood- 
side, Queens County, N.Y. After completing high school, 
he enlisted in the U.S. Marines on October 11, 1961. He 
completed recruit training at the Marine Corps Recruit 
Depot, Parris Island, S.C., and then served with the Fifth 
Marines, Ist Marine Division, at Camp Pendleton, Calif., 
where he was promoted to private first class in May 1962. 

The following year, he arrived in Okinawa as a member 
of the 3d Battalion, 9th Marines, 3d Marine Division. 
While there he was promoted to lance corporal in March 
1963 and to corporal in November 1963. He returned 
to Camp Pendleton in 1964 as a member of the 2d Bat- 
talion, 1st Marines, Ist Marine Division. 

He was transferred overseas again the following year 
and took part in combat in Viet-Nam with Company “T’, 
3d Battalion, 3d Marines. He was promoted to sergeant 
following “Starlight” and was assigned to the Marine 
Barracks, Yokosuka, Japan, to recover from his wounds. 

In addition to the Medal of Honor, Sergeant O’ Malley 
has been awarded the Purple Heart, the Good Conduct 
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Medal, the National Defense Service Medal, and the 
Viet-Nam Service Medal. 


NOTE: The announcement was released at Austin, Texas. 


European Space Research 
Organization 


Executive Order 11318 Designating the Organization 
Under the International Organizations Immunities 
Act. December 5, 1966 


DESIGNATING THE EUROPEAN SPACE RESEARCH ORGANI- 
ZATION AS A PuBLic INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION 
ENTITLED TO ENyoy CERTAIN PriviLeces, Exemp- 
TIONS, AND IMMUNITIES 


By virtue of the authority vested in me by Sections 1 
and 11 of the International Organizations Immunities 
Act (59 Stat. 669; 22 U.S.C. 288), as amended by Pub- 
lic Law 89-353 (80 Stat. 5), I hereby designate the 
European Space Research Organization (ESRO) as a 
public international organization entitled to enjoy those 
privileges, exemptions, and immunities provided for by 
the International Organizations Immunities Act which 
are described in paragraphs 6 and 7 of the Agreement 
between the United States and the European Space Re- 
search Organization effected by an Exchange of Notes at 
Paris, dated November 28, 1966, a copy of which para- 
graphs are annexed hereto and made a part of this Order. 


Lynpon B. JoHNSON 
The White House 


December 5, 1966 


STATUS OF ESRO 


6. ESRO shall, to the extent consistent with the instrument 
creating it, possess the capacity in the United States to contract, to 
acquire and dispose of real and personal property, and to institute 
legal proceedings. 


PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES 


7. ESRO and its personnel shall be accorded the status, privi- 
leges, exemptions and immunities indicated in the following sub- 
paragraphs: 

A. Customs Duties. The United States will, upon request, take 
the necessary measures to facilitate the admission into the United 
States of material, equipment, supplies, goods or other items im- 
ported by or for the account of ESRO in connection with the station 
and ESRO programs. Such shipments shall be accorded such 
exemption from customs duties and internal-revenue taxes imposed 
upon or by reason of importation, and such procedures in connection 
therewith, as are accorded under similar circumstances to foreign 
governments. 


B. Title to Property. Title to all materials, equipment or other 
items of property used in connection with the station and ESRO 
programs will remain in ESRO. Material, equipment, supplies, 
goods or other property of ESRO may be removed from the United 
States at any time by ESRO free of taxes or duties. 


C. Inviolability and Immunity from Search. The archives of 
ESRO shall be inviolable. The property and assets of ESRO shall, 
subject to police and health regulations, and applicable United 
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States regulations with regard to radio station inspections, be im- 
mune from search, unless ESRO expressly waives such immunity, 
and from confiscation. 

D. Judicial Immunity. ESRO, its property and assets, shall enjoy 
the same immunity from suit and every form of judicial process as 
is enjoyed by foreign governments, except to the extent that ESRO 
may expressly waive its immunity for the purpose of any proceedings 
or by the terms of any contract. 

E. Other Privileges of ESRO. ESRO shall be exempt from the 
following taxes levied by the United States: federal income tax; 
federal communications taxes on telephone, telegraph and teletype 
services in connection with the operation of the station; and federal 
tax on tickets for air transport of ESRO officers and employees 
which are purchased by ESRO or ESRO officers and employees in 
connection with official travel to and from the station. 

F. Privileges of Personnel. The United States will facilitate the 
admission into the United States of such ESRO officers and em- 
ployees and their families, as may be assigned to or visit the station. 
ESRO and its officers and employees shall have the same privileges 
and immunities as those accorded by the United States to officers 
and employees of foreign governments with respect to laws regulat- 
ing entry into and departure from the United States, alien registra- 
tion and fingerprinting, and registration of foreign agents. Officers 
and employees so assigned shall not exceed in number those neces- 
sary for the construction and effective operation of the station. 
ESRO will communicate their names to the United States in 
advance of entry. 

Baggage and effects of ESRO officers and employees assigned to 
the station may, be admitted, when imported in connection with 
the arrival of the owner, into the United States, and may be removed 
from the United States free of customs duties and internal-revenue 
taxes imposed upon or by reason of importation. Such effects hav- 
ing a significant value shall be sold or otherwise disposed of in the 
United States only under conditions approved by the United States. 
Such ESRO personnel shall be exempt from the payment of United 
States income tax and federal insurance contributions on wages and 
expenses paid by ESRO. The privileges and immunities set forth 
in this subparagraph shall not apply to citizens of the United States 
or foreign nationals admitted into the United States for permanent 
residence. However, officers and employees of ESRO, whatever 
their nationality, shall be immune from suit and legal process relat- 
ing to acts performed by them in their official capacity and falling 
within their functions except insofar as such immunity may be 
waived by ESRO. 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 10:56 a.m., 
December 6, 1966] 


NOTE: Executive Order 11318 was not made public in the form of 
a White House press release. 


Medal of Honor 


The President’s Remarks Upon Awarding the Medal to 
Sgt. Robert E. O’Malley, U.S. Marine Corps, 

With the Reading of the Citation. 

December 6, 1966 


Tue Preswwent. Secretary McNamara, Governor Con- 
nally, Senator Yarborough, General Greene, distinguished 
members of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, Mr. and Mrs. 
O’Malley, distinguished guests, my fellow citizens: 


Some of the oldest words never seem to grow older— 
and among them are these: “Gallantry . . . above and 
beyond the call of duty.” 
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Fifteen months ago Sergeant Robert Emmett O’Mal- 
ley did more than fight with honor. In a place of great 
danger, he ignored danger. Wounded, he refused to 
consider his own safety. At the risk of his own life, he 
shielded other men’s lives. 

Today I will give him the highest medal his Nation 
can offer. 

Every time I have awarded the Medal of Honor, I 
wonder what it is that makes men of this quality and 
I wonder what a man can say in the face of such bravery. 

As of today, I still do not have the answer. For the 
highest courage is always a mystery, and not even the best 
words about duty and devotion to country are enough 
to honor it. 

I can think of only one gift sufficient to honor men 
like this: We can assure this man and we can assure 
every man who wears our uniform that their cause is a 
good cause, that the principles they stand for are sound 
principles, that the battle they are fighting deserves their 
bravery. 

To back a commitment honorably given: that is a 
good cause. 

To shield a young nation from aggression: that is a 
good cause. 

To defend men against coercion and intimidation: that 
is a good cause. 

To prove that terror and aggression simply will not 
work: that is a good cause. 

It is a cause which deserves not only the bravery of our 
soldiers, but the patience and fortitude of all of our citizens. 

And all of these we have in good supply. 

It far outweighs the reluctance of men who exercise 
so well the right of dissent, but let others fight to protect 
them from those whose very philosophy is to do away with 
the right of dissent. 

A little over a month ago, I reviewed our troops with 
General Westmoreland at Cam Ranh Bay. He told me 
then, “Mr. President, no Commander in Chief ever com- 
manded a finer fighting force.” 

If any man needs proof of that, let him consider these 
men: 

—John O'Malley and Daniel O’ Malley, ex-Marines; 

—Brian O’ Malley, now serving with the Marines; 

—And finally, their brother: Sergeant Robert Emmett 

O’Malley, Marine Corps Reserve; first Marine in 
Vietnam to receive the Medal of Honor. 

Because we love peace, we will never glorify war. 

But because men like this exist—we can always honor 
courage. 

The Secretary of the Navy, Mr. Paul H. Nitze, will 
now read the citation. 

SecreTARY Nirze. The President of the United States 
takes pleasure in presenting the Medal of Honor to 
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SERGEANT RoBerRT E. O’MALLEY, THEN A CoRPORAL, 
Unrrep STATES Marine Corps 


for service as set forth in the following 
CITATION : 

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action 
against communist (Viet Cong) forces at the risk of his 
own life above and beyond the call of duty while serving 
as Squad Leader in Company “I”, Third Battalion, Third 
Marines, Third Marine Division (Reinforced), near An 
Cu’ong 2, South Vietnam, on 18 August 1965. While 
leading his squad in the assault against a strongly en- 
trenched enemy force, his unit came under intense small 
arms fire. With complete disregard for his personal 
safety, Corporal O’Malley raced across an open rice 
paddy to a trench line where the enemy forces were lo- 
cated. Jumping into the trench, he attacked the Viet 
Cong with his rifle and grenades, and singly killed eight 
of the enemy. He then led his squad to the assistance of 
an adjacent Marine unit which was suffering heavy cas- 
ualties. Continuing to press forward, he reloaded his 
weapon and fired with telling effect into the enemy em- 
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placement. He personally assisted in the evacuation of 
several wounded Marines, and again regrouping the 
remnants of his squad, he returned to the point of the 
heaviest fighting. Ordered to an evacuation point by an 
officer, Corporal O’Malley gathered his besieged and 
badly wounded squad and boldly led them under fire to 
a helicopter for withdrawal. Although three times 
wounded in this encounter, and facing imminent death 
from a fanatic and determined enemy, he steadfastly 
refused evacuation and continued to cover his squad’s 
boarding of the helicopters while, from an exposed posi- 
tion, he delivered fire against the enemy until his wounded 
men were evacuated. Only then, with his last mission 
accomplished, did he permit himself to be removed from 
the battlefield. By his valor, leadership, and courageous 
efforts in behalf of his comrades, he served as an inspira- 
tion to all who observed him, and reflected the highest 
credit upon the Marine Corps and the United States 
Naval Service. 


Note: The President spoke at 11:13 a.m., c.s.t., at the Federal 
Office Building Plaza, Austin, Texas. As printed above, the re- 


marks follow the text of the White House press release, issued at 
Austin. 





THE PRESIDENT’S NEWS CONFERENCE OF 
DECEMBER 6, 1966 


Held in the President’s Office in the Federal Building at Austin, Texas, With 
Secretary of Defense Robert S. McNamara. 


Tue Presiwent. There are two or three brief announcements before we 
get into the subject of today’s meeting. 


EuGeENE BLack 


First, I plan to see Eugene Black some time either this week or in 


the early part of next week. 


I expect I will do it in Washington. As soon as the date is clear, 


I will inform you. 


LATIN AMERICA 


Last weekend I assured Secretary Gordon and Ambassador Lino- 
witz that I wanted to see them as soon as they returned from the trip 
that they are making in this hemisphere. We talked about developments 


in Latin America. 


As you know, Ambassador Linowitz recently visited Costa Rica 
where he met informally with the Foreign Ministers of the Central 


American countries. 


Assistant Secretary Gordon and Ambassador Linowitz will be travel- 
ing to South America between now and December 18th to consult with 
leaders on the Alliance for Progress, and the proposed meeting of Presi- 


dents of the American Republics. 
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They will have a stay of some length in Mexico and visit with the 
President of Mexico. 

I discussed that with the President of Mexico and asked that he see 
them upon their return from South America. 

They will either come to the ranch or report to me in Washington. 


FuNps FoR RESMENTIAL MorTGAGES 


The Federal Home Loan Bank Board has told me that it has 
reviewed its financial position and has determined that the home loan 
banks can increase their lending to member savings and loan associations 
and savings banks by $500 million over the next few months for invest- 
ment in residential mortgages. 

As you know, we released $250 million for special assistance in the 
purchase of mortgages the other day. 

These additional Home Loan Bank Board funds will help to ease 
the shortage of money for investment in home mortgages that has 
depressed the housing and construction industry in recent months. 

The homebuilders have been especially eager to see some step along 
this line taken. 

I am informed that a large part of the availability of funds reflects 
the improved flow of savings in Federal Home Loan Bank member in- 
stitutions as a result of the better competitive environment following the 
establishment of new interest and dividend rate controls. This was the 


result of legislation we recommended and Congress passed at the con- 
clusion of the last session. 


The Federal Home Loan Bank Board has scheduled a meeting for 
this Friday, December 9th, with its 12 regional bank presidents and their 
credit offices to give effect to this program. 


REVIEW OF DEFENSE BUDGET 


We met sometime after 9 o’clock this morning with Secretary 
McNamara, Under Secretary Vance, Mr. Rostow, the Chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs, and the Chief of each Service. 


We reviewed the anticipated expenditures in Vietnam and in the 
Department of Defense for the balance of this year. That is, from 
December through June 30. 


We are generally agreed on the best estimates that can be made 
at this time. We do not think they will be changed materially between 
now and my State of the Union Message. 


We expect to submit a supplemental budget, as we have stated 
on many other occasions, as soon as the Congress gets back. 


The precise amount will be given in the State of the Union Message, 
but it now appears that it will be somewhere between $9 and $10 billion 
additional for fiscal 1967 in expenditures. 


That will give us a budget of somewhere between $67 and $68 
billion for this entire fiscal year. 

As you know, when we submitted the budget, we stated that if 
hostilities had not concluded in Vietnam we would have to submit a 
supplemental, and we would do so. 


Based upon the Chiefs’ recommendations, supported by Under 
Secretary Vance and Secretary McNamara, that supplemental will be 
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transmitted to the Congress in the amount of the best estimate we can 
give now of somewhere between $9 and $10 billion. 





It will be perfected throughout this month, and any adjustments 


that can be made will be made. 


We think that is a safe and reasonably accurate figure. 

We reviewed the plans for the fiscal 1968 Defense budget, and the 
recommendations made by the individual Services. 

We had each Chief comment on those recommendations, particu- 
larly where there was any difference of opinion between them and the 


Secretary of Defense. 


We found, generally speaking, that the leaders—that is, the 
Secretary, the Under Secretary, and the Chiefs—were in general 


agreement. 


There are a few specific items that are yet to be resolved. 

They spoke with frankness and candor, giving me their viewpoint. 
We will be reviewing this data from now until the budget goes up. 

This represents the fifth meeting, I believe, that I have had with 


Secretary McNamara. 


We will have other meetings before he leaves 


for the NATO meeting, and after his return. 

The Chiefs have returned to Washington. 

I expect to be conferring further with General Wheeler and the 
individual Chiefs before the budget is finally transmitted. 

We made substantial progress today. Mr. McNamara, Mr. Vance, 
and Mr. Rostow made valuable contributions to my understanding of 
the needs for the balance of this year and next year. 

If you have any questions of any of us, we will be glad to take them. 


QUESTIONS 


1968 DEFENSE BUDGET 


Q. Mr. President, can you tell us at this time, or give 
us some indication, what the level of the Defense budget 
for fiscal 1968 might be? 

THE Present. No. 

Q. Mr. President, do you plan to use the same tech- 
nique as this year, that is, to count on a supplemental if 
the war is not finished, or do you anticipate that it will 
continue through fiscal 1968? 

Tue Preswent. No, I think we will review every re- 
quest on the basis of a full year’s operation and ask for 
all the funds that the Chiefs, the Secretary, and the Presi- 
dent agree will be needed without a supplemental. 


TAX INCREASE DECISION 


Q. Mr. President, now that you have the Defense spend- 
ing figure for fiscal 1967 and also the investment plan 
survey by the Commerce Department, does that give you 
any more help in deciding whether you have to seek a 
tax increase next year? 

Tue Preswent. I think your question answers itself. 
The answer is yes. It gives me help. If you are trying 
to find out if a decision has been made, it has not been. 

Q. Does it make it more or less likely? 


Tue Preswenr. I will not go into that speculation 
until we make the decision. People might get the wrong 
impression. 

I haven’t made the decision. 


I don’t want to convey 
the impression that I have. 


QUESTIONS TO SECRETARY MCNAMARA 


Q. Mr. President, is Mr. McNamara open to ques- 
tions? 

Tue Preswent. Yes; and Mr. Vance and Mr. Ros- 
tow. 


MILITARY OPERATIONS IN NORTH VIETNAM 


Q. There are wire reports from Vietnam that we 
bombed three targets in North Vietnam since last Friday 
that we had not bombed before. 

Is this part of a new program that we decided upon? 

SecRETARY McNamara. No. These targets are part 
of the same target system that our military efforts have 
been directed against for over a year, the lines of com- 
munication and the supporting facilities supporting the 
flow of men and materiel from North Vietnam to South 
Vietnam. 

The targets you referred to were petroleum depots, 
which are the foundation of the movement of men and 
materiel to the south; a vehicle park, a vehicle mainte- 
nance depot, which was a storehouse for the trucks used 
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in those movements, the Army trucks used in those move- 
ments; and railroad yards through which the materials 
were flowing. 

Q. Mr. Secretary, is the apparent intensification of 
the air war posing any policy problems for us, that is, 
striking at the airfields in North Vietnam? 

SECRETARY McNamara. No, I don’t think it is fair 
to characterize it as an intensification. ‘There was some 
very bad weather for an extended period of time, and the 
result was that there was a very substantial decrease in 
the number of sorties. Then all of a sudden the weather 
broke and an increase compared to the recent past. I 
think that is what has given the appearance of an inten- 
sification, whereas there was no intensification. 

Q. No, sir. Imeant by them 

SECRETARY McNamara. I understand what you 
meant. The point is that the number of sorties that had 
been operated for a period of weeks had been low, and, 
hence, the MIG response had been, in a sense, low. 
Then as the weather cleared and the sorties reverted back 
to a normal level, the MIG response reverted back to the 
levels that we had experienced in prior periods. 

Q. Then you don’t regard our plane losses as unusual 
or abnormal? 

SECRETARY McNamara. No. They fluctuate day by 
day. The plane losses for a period of 4 weeks, for example, 
in relation to the number of sorties I think would be 
substantially the same as we have experienced in prior 
periods. 





WEAPONS SYSTEM PROPOSALS 


Q. Secretary McNamara, can you give any informa- 
tion on what has been decided on the Poseidon? Will 
we go into that program, the antimissile? Will it be 
advanced to the next level of development, and on the 
manned bomber? 

SECRETARY McNamara. As the President mentioned, 
he is considering a number of specific weapons system 
proposals for fiscal 1968. 

No final decision has been made on several of these. 
Therefore, it is inappropriate, I think, to speak of any 
particular system at this time. 


COST OF VIETNAM WAR 


Q. Mr. Secretary, could you give us an estimate of 
the monthly cost of the war in Vietnam now with this 
supplemental figure? 

SECRETARY McNamara. No. It is very difficult to 
give monthly figures. The President has referred to them 
in the past and I have nothing to add to what he has said. 

Q. Do you see a leveling off of the cost of the war in 
the year ahead? 

SECRETARY McNamara. I think there will be a level- 
ing off in the rate of buildup, if you want to call it that. 

I have spoken before, after discussions with the Presi- 
dent on the fiscal 1967 supplement and the fiscal 1968 
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budget, about the leveling off that we see in the buildup 
rate, both in Vietnam and in our total force. 

In that sense, therefore, I believe there will be a level- 
ing off toward the end of the fiscal year in the rate of 
expenditure associated with the Vietnamese operations. 

Q. And fiscal 1968, Mr. Secretary? 

SECRETARY McNamara. And fiscal 1967, the rate of 
expenditures associated with the Vietnamese operations. 


THE PRESIDENT’S COMMENDATION OF THE JOINT CHIEFS 
AND THE DEFENSE SECRETARIES 


THE PresweENT. Before we ended, I commended the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff and the Secretary for the performance 
of their men in Vietnam. 

I commended them for the economy and efficiency with 
which the Department was operating in that theater. 

I did that based upon reports that I received from our 
people in the field; in particular, General Westmoreland, 
who has assured me that in all of his experience in the 
military field he has never observed an army that was 
provided for better, that was better trained, that had 
better equipment, and had it when it needed it, where 
it needed it. 

I attribute a good deal of that to the civilian manage- 
ment of Secretary McNamara and Under Secretary 
Vance, and the Service Secretaries, and also to the very 
outstanding administration of the Chiefs themselves. 

We went into some detail during the lunch hour on 
problems of administration. You and the country ought 
to know that I think we have a very high caliber of men 
in the Joint Chiefs of Staff, who have done an excep- 
tionally good job, particularly from the standpoint of 
efficient administration and economy. 


Tue PRESENT’S VIEW OF THE OUTLOOK FOR 1967 


Q. Mr. President, some time ago I believe you were 
quoted as saying you could see the light at the end of 
the tunnel. I may be paraphrasing it. 

Does that light look stronger to you now and do you 
see it coming out of the tunnel in 1967? 

THE Present. I would not speculate on that. 


FURTHER QUESTIONS TO SECRETARY McNAMARA 


1968 DEFENSE BUDGET 


Q. Mr. Secretary, does it appear now that the Defense 
budget for the next fiscal year will be higher than this 
year’s counting in what you will request in the supple- 
mental? 

SECRETARY McNamara. As the President indicated, 
the total for fiscal 1968 has not been determined. I do 
not want to talk in numerical terms. 

I will simply tell you that as best we can see it now, the 
total Defense budget for fiscal 1968 will not take a sig- 
nificantly different part of the total national income than 
it did in fiscal years 1961, 1962, and 1963. 

Q. What were those figures? 

SECRETARY McNamara. About 8.9 percent. 





‘ 
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Q. Of the gross national product? 
SECRETARY McNamara. Yes. 


SUPPLIES TO THE VIET CONG 


Q. Do you see any slowing down of supplies to the 
Viet Cong? There have been reports that the Red Chi- 
nese are stopping Soviet supplies from moving over the 
mainland. 

SecreETARY McNamara. I have seen the reports. 
But we have no way of knowing what Soviet supplies are 


moving through Red China. 
AIR LOSSES 


Q. Mr. Secretary, these air losses in the last few days, 
are they due almost entirely to MIG’s, and, if so, do we 
know who is flying the MIG’s? 

SECRETARY McNamara. No, the number of losses to 
MIG’s is very small. 

My recollection is—check me on this—that one aircraft 
has been lost to MIG’s in the past 2 weeks. 

UNDER SECRETARY VANCE. That is correct. 

Q. Are these mostly SAM’s? 

SecrETARY McNamara. No, mostly antiaircraft 
caused. 

Q. Are they conventional? 

SECRETARY McNamara. Yes. 


ESTIMATES OF SOVIET STRENGTH AND OBJECTIVES OF 
U.S. STRATEGIC NUCLEAR FORCE 


Q. Mr. Secretary, is that a paper in your hand that you 
would like to read to us? 

SECRETARY McNamara. No. I anticipated a ques- 
tion, as a matter of fact, and since it has not come, I am 
not going to volunteer the answer. 

Now that you raise the possibility, let me mention one 
matter that did come up that we have been queried on in 
the Pentagon. I thought you might possibly ask it here. 

Since it was a major point of discussion with the Pres- 
ident, I was prepared to respond to any question that 
came on it. It is an important matter. 

I dictated a statement following our discussion this 
morning, which I think perhaps Mr. Christian can have 
reproduced by the time we leave here, on this matter. 

This is the question of the changes in the Soviet inter- 
continental ballistic missile. ‘There has been some specu- 
lation on those systems. 

These, of course, are one of the factors that we con- 
sider in developing our own strategic nuclear force. 
Each year we review the latest intelligence estimates on 
this subject. 

We have done so again this year. I would like to com- 
ment on these estimates to you. 

In order to put them in perspective, I would like to 
tell you something about the objectives of our strategic 
nuclear force, last year’s estimates of the Soviet force, the 
way those estimates have changed, and the effect, if any, 
that that will have on our force planning. 
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I am going to refer to a set of notes here that, as I say, 
I dictated. I think by the time you leave, Mr. Christian: 
can make a set of them available to you. 

The objectives for our strategic nuclear Senees: are two. 
These are the same objectives we have had in recent past 
years. They are the objectives we will have as a founda- 
tion for the force planning in fiscal 1968. 

First, to deter a deliberate nuclear attack upon this 
country and its allies, and to accomplish this deterrence 
by maintaining a clear and convincing capability to ab- 
sorb a first strike against us and with sufficient power to 
literally destroy the attacker, either a single attacker or 
any combination of aggressors. 

That is the first objective. It is by far the most 
important one and the one we must absolutely meet 
without any question, regardless of cost. 

The second objective, of course, is that in the event 
deterrence fails in the event of an attack on this Nation, 
to limit the damage to our people and our resources, and 
the people and the resources of our allies. 

The deterrent portion of our force is called our “assured 
destruction force,” or our assured destruction capability, 
and the remaining force. 

That required to reduce the weight of an enemy 
attack or to reduce the losses associated with one is called 
the “damage limiting force.” 

The national intelligence estimates which are prepared 
annually and revised more frequently, if necessary, of the 
Soviet forces are one of several factors we examine in 
determining our own force structure. 

In my statement to the Congress last February—and, 
as a matter of fact, in the unclassified edition of that 
statement which ran to something on the order of 200 
pages—I emphasized that our estimates of Soviet strength, 
Soviet nuclear strength, in the years immediately ahead 
were, of course, much more certain than our long-range 
estimates. 

Specifically, I said this—and I am going to read you 
a paragraph of the material that was presented to Con- 
gress last February and that was made public at that time: 

“In order to assess the capabilities of our general 
nuclear war forces over the next several years we must 
take into account the size and character of the forces 
the Soviets are likely to have for the same period. 

“While we are reasonably certain of our estimates for 
the near future, our estimates for the latter part of the 
decade, the decade of the 1960's, and the early part of 
the decade of the 1970’s, are subject to great uncertainties. 

“As I pointed out in the past, such projections are at 
best only informed estimates, particularly since they deal 
with the period beyond the production and deployment 
leadtimes of the weapon systems involved.” 

Then I went on to point out that we planned our 
offensive force of missiles and bombers to hedge against 
the several different contingencies, including two possi- 
bilities in particular: 
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First, that a Soviet ballistic missile defense might be 
greater than expected by the intelligence estimates; and, 
secondly, that the Soviets might embark upon any one 
of several possible offensive buildups, including variations 
in their targeting doctrine, variations in the technological 
sophistication of their weapons systems, and variations in 
the speed of deployment of those systems. 


I told Congress, and again I am quoting from the 
material we presented last February to the Congress 
which was made public at that time, that: “We have 
given special attention to an analysis of Soviet threats 
over and above those projected in the latest national 
intelligence estimates. 

“We have done so because an assured destruction 
capability, a capability to survive the first strike and sur- 
vive with sufficient power to destroy the attacker, is the 
vital first objective which must be met in full regardless 
of the cost under all foreseeable circumstances and re- 
gardless of any difficulties involved.” 

I added that after giving this special attention to an 
analysis of Soviet threats beyond those projected in the 
intelligence estimates, we had decided to accelerate the 
developments of the Poseidon missile. 

That is the development of last year and does not 
relate to any action we might take in fiscal 1968. 


Further, we decided to move ahead on new penetra- 
tion aids to insure greater capability for penetrating any 
defenses that might be put in place. 

Thirdly, we decided to complete the development of 
and to produce and deploy Minuteman III, which, al- 
though it bears the same name as Minuteman II, has 
a much greater operational capability. 

We took those three steps not based upon the national 
intelligence estimates of what the Soviets would have in 
the future, but based upon the recognition that possibly 
the Soviets would develop a force in excess of those na- 
tional intelligence estimates. 


We have said repeatedly in the past that the United 
States has am intercontinental ballistic missile force three 
to four times that of the Soviet Union. That is still 
true today. 


Our short-range intelligence estimates of the Soviet 
intercontinental ballistic missile force have been remark- 
ably accurate. Evidence indicates that the Soviet inter- 
continental ballistic missile strength today is almost 
exactly—and I mean within a few missiles, five to ten 
missiles—of what our intelligence people predicted it 
would be a year ago. 

We also believe that last year’s intelligence estimates— 
1965—of the intercontinental ballistic missiles force which 
the Soviet Union will have a year hence will be accurate. 

Our latest information confirms these estimates of last 
year for mid-1967. 


Additionally, we now have evidence indicating that we 
were very wise to plan our intercontinental ballistic mis- 
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sile program on the assumption that the national intelli- 
gence estimates for the future beyond mid-1967 might 
be low, and despite the lack of any solid proof a year ago 
that the Soviets might decide to step up the pace of their 
intercontinental ballistic missile deployment. We think 
they are doing that now. We think they have been doing 
it for the past year. Evidence, therefore, now suggests 
that in mid-1968 there will be more Soviet ICBM’s than 
were predicted a year ago in the national intelligence 
estimates. 

I want to emphasize that we had anticipated that de- 
velopment in our planning, and this new intelligence esti- 
mate, therefore, has no impact, no basic impact, on our 
offensive strategic force requirements. 

In summary, therefore, I think these three major points 
should be clearly understood by the American public: 

First, even if the new intelligence estimates for mid- 
1968 prove accurate, the United States, without taking 
any actions beyond those already planned and already 
financed in the fiscal 1967 program, will continue to have 
a substantial quantitative and qualitative lead over the 
Soviet Union in intercontinental ballistic missiles at that 
time. 

Secondly, that the United States has as many inter- 
continental ballistic missiles today as the latest intelligence 
estimate prepared within the last 3 or 4 weeks gives the 
Soviet Union several years hence. 

Thirdly, that our strategic forces have today, and they 
will continue to have in the future, the capability of ab- 
sorbing a deliberate first strike against this Nation and 
surviving with the sufficient strength to retaliate in such 
a way as to inflict unacceptable damage upon the aggres- 
sor or any combination of aggressors. 

This is the foundation of the deterrent power on which 
our national security depends. 

I have gone to some length to discuss this matter be- 
cause the power of our strategic missile force and the as- 
sociated bomber force, the power of that force to survive 
a strike and to survive with sufficient capability to destroy 
the attacker, is the deterrent of an attack on this Nation, 
is the foundation of our security, and has the first claim 
on our resources, regardless of the amount required. 

That is the policy we have followed in 1967; that is 
the policy we are following in developing the 1968 pro- 
gram. 

I apologize, Mr. President, for taking this much time. 


NIKE X 


Q. There is apparently going to be considerable pres- 
sure in the new Congress to go ahead with Nike X be- 
cause of the advance in the Soviet missile system. 

Has your position changed any about the Nike X? 

SEcRETARY McNamara. As I said earlier, I don’t 
want to comment on any specific weapons systems for 


1968. 
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Tue PresIDENT’s HEALTH 


Q. Mr. President, how are you feeling, sir? 
Tue Preswent. I feel fine. 


Tue DEFENSE BUDGET 


Q. Will the supplemental be just to add to the day-to- 
day cost of the war? Is there something new? 

SecrETARY McNamara. The supplement to the fiscal 
1967 budget will be related solely to the funding and fi- 
nancing of operations in Vietnam. 

Q. Mr. Secretary, what was the original budget figure? 

SecRETARY McNamara. $58.5 billion, if I recall the 
figure correctly, for fiscal 1967. 


Mortcace ASSISTANCE FUNDS 


Q. Mr. President, the $500 million that the Federal 
Home Loan Bank Board said it could make available, is 
this coming from the same source as the $250 million? 

Tue Preswent. No. The $250 million will be used 
in the same field. 

They are from different sources. One is from an ap- 
propriation of Congress. The other is from the Federal 
Home Loan Bank Board. 

It makes a total of $750 million available in this field 
thus far—these two announcements. 

Q. Are there any plans to release the other $750 mil- 
lion that Congress appropriated? 

THe Present. Why don’t you write a story on this 
$500 million, and not overdo it today, and we will see. 

The answer is no, we have no plans at this time. 


QUESTIONS ON THE SECRETARY'S STATEMENT 


Q. Mr. Secretary, the statement that you read really 
touched on most of the points that are made against ad- 
vancing the antimissile missile program. Is that not so? 

SECRETARY McNamara. No. The statement I read 
had to do with the Soviet offensive force and the degree 
to which that offensive force might knock out our bombers 
or our missiles before they had an opportunity to retaliate 
in response to an attack on us, and, therefore, the need 
for possible additions to that force. What I said was that 
last year, as always, we made a prediction of Soviet forces 
in the future. 

The national intelligence estimate is the basis for that. 
We use that as the foundation of our force planning. 

However, last year, recognizing that the Soviets might 
produce and deploy missiles in excess of the number 
included in the national intelligence estimate; we took 
account of that and actually expanded the fiscal 1967 
budget to finance these three additional actions, the 
development of the Poseidon, the additional penetration 
aids, and the deployment of Minuteman III, in order to 
take account of this bare possibility that they would go 
above the national intelligence estimate. 


They appear to have done so. Frankly, the amount 
by which they have accelerated has not been as great as 
we took account of in this greater than expected case. 
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It does not relate to antiballistic missiles, however. 

Q. There have been a lot of stories on “we won't if 
you don’t.” Do you have any reason why the Soviet 
Union is now beginning 

Secretary McNamara. I can’t explain their actions. 





AUDITING OF VIETNAM CONSTRUCTION CONTRACTS 


Q. Sir, there have been comments in Congress, notably 
by the Morse Subcommittee, that there has been insuffi- 
cient financial surveillance over some of the Defense con- 
struction contracts in Vietnam. Could you comment? 

SecRETARY McNamara. We have an auditing system 
at work. It has been at work since the construction 
started. The audits on the whole have been comprehen- 
sive. I think they have shown, as you might expect, that 
inf the rush of putting in place the tremendous infra- 
structure that we have—wharves, ports, depots, air 
bases—there has been some waste, but, on the whole, I 
am pleased with the performance of our civilian con- 
tractors and our military construction battalions. 

I think that the program is properly controlled. 


VIETNAM Costs 


Q. Mr. Secretary, how much of the $58.5 billion do 
you attribute directly to Vietnam? 

SECRETARY McNamara. I have nothing more to add 
on the cost of the military operation in Vietnam than 
what the President has said previously. 

Reporter. Thank you very much. 

NOTE: President Johnson’s ninety-first news conference was held 
in his office in the Federal Building at Austin, Texas, at 2:54 p.m., 
c.s.t., on Tuesday, December 6, 1966. 


As printed above, the remarks follow the text released by the 
White House at Austin. 


Post Office Action Against 
Mail Fraud 


Memorandum to the President From the Postmaster 
General. December 7, 1966 


Subject: Consumer Protection by the Post Office De- 
partment 

The Post Office Department, in an intensified consumer 
protection program, has put more than 5,000 mail fraud 
promoters out of business in the past year. : 

The Department’s stepped-up program is in line with 
the aims of your Committee on Consumer Interests, and 
comes at a time when the mail order business is flourishing. 

Billions of dollars in commerce is conducted through 
the mail system each year. Some of this is the business 
of the mail fraud artist—the modern day medicineman 
who now costs the American consumer an estimated half 
a billion dollars each year. 
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But the public is becoming more concerned about 
fraudulent mail schemes, as evidenced by these figures 
on the number of complaints received in recent fiscal 
years by the Post Office Department on mail fraud: 


1962—72,550 
1963—88,223 
1964—119,092 
1965—115,139 
1966—130,457 


As the complaints have increased, so have more promo- 
tions been stopped. In fiscal 1962, a total of 2,604 pro- 
moters were put out of business, compared with more 
than 5,000 in each of the last two years. Many of these 
promoters were stopped before they even had a chance to 
collect from their schemes. 

In the 1966 fiscal year a record 633 persons were con- 
victed of mail fraud—an increase of nearly 50% over 
just five years ago. 

As part of our relentless program to enforce the mail 
fraud laws, we have enlisted the use of computers to cata- 
logue and identify criminals and their habits. -These com- 
puters, first put into use three years ago, enable us to spot 
growing fraud trends and to zero in on the promoters. 

In our consumer education program, we disseminated 
in the past year more than 400,000 copies of the pamphlet 
“Mail Fraud.” This was a record distribution for the 
brochure. Thousands of those requests resulted directly 
from the activities of your Committee on Consumer 
Interests. 

Mr. President, we in the postal service will continue to 
do everything within our power to protect the American 
consumer from the many and varied mail fraud schemes 
which perennially pollute the mail stream. 





NoTE: The text of the memorandum was released at Austin, Texas. 


Vietnam Christmas Mail 


Memorandum to the President From the Secretary of 
Defense and the Postmaster General. 
December 7, 1966 


Subject: Vietnam Christmas Mail 

All Christmas mail for our service men and women in 
Vietnam posted on or before the suggested deadlines will 
be delivered on time. 

Volume has been extremely heavy. Nearly eight mil- 
lion pounds of mail left the West Coast for Vietnam in 
November. This compares with 3 million pounds of mail 
for military establishments in the entire Pacific area in 
November, 1965. 

Presently, Seattle and San Francisco, the ports of de- 
barkation for Vietnam, are receiving a daily average of 
350,000 pounds of Christmas mail. Postal Officials 
throughout the country report that there is no slackening 
of this pace and volume is actually expected to increase, 
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peaking about December 10, the suggested deadline for 
air mail to Vietnam. 

Although a considerable backlog of surface mail nor- 
mally transported to Vietnam on a space available air lift 
developed in mid-November, this has been cleared away. 
Stateside operations now are current and the mail 1s being 
handled expeditiously as it arrives in Vietnam. 

The Department of Defense has taken extraordinary 
measures to assure overseas delivery before the holiday. 

The actions taken to carry out your promise that armed 
forces mail will receive a top priority without jeopardiz- 
ing the flow of other vital supplies include: 

1. Expanded military air lift from Travis Air Force 
Base in California. 

2. Increased capacity on commercial passenger and 
military contract flights. 

3. Increased manpower to process mail at Seattle and 
San Francisco post offices. 

4. Diversion of several daily contract flights from 
Saigon to Da Nang and Cam Ranh Bay throughout the 
pre-Christmas season to avoid a backlog in Saigon. 

5. Daily reporting from interior points within the United 
States giving officials at ports of debarkation lead time 
to arrange proper transportation. 

6. Off-loading priorities for “sea express” ships carry- 
ing mail. 

7. Institution, by your Executive Order of January 
1966, of first class letter mail air lift on a space available 
basis between the United States and Vietnam and within 
the continental limits of this country. Public Law 89- 
725, November 1966, extended that air lift to all military 
post offices overseas. 

8. Air lifting from the ports of debarkation of sound re- 
corded communications having the character of personal 
correspondence on a space available basis along with 
second class publications published once each week or 
more frequently and featuring current news of general 
interest. This also was made possible through Public 
Law 89-725. 

9. Parcels weighing up to five pounds and measuring 
60 inches or less in combined length and girth addressed 
to individual service men and women overseas are trans- 
ported by surface means to the port of debarkation for 
air lifting on a space available basis if prepaid at the sur- 
face rate. 


NOTE: The text of the memorandum was released at Austin, Texas. 


New England Regional Commission 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 
John J. Linnehan as Federal Cochairman of the 
Commission. December 7, 1966 


President Johnson today announced his intention to 
nominate Mr. John J. Linnehan to be the Federal Co- 
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chairman of the New England Regional Commission. 
This position was authorized by the Public Works and 
Economic Development Act of 1965 and was designated 
earlier this year by Secretary of Commerce John Connor. 
If confirmed by the Senate, Mr. Linnehan would receive 
a salary not to exceed $27,000 per year. 

For the past year, Mr. Linnehan has served as director 
of governmental affairs for the National Association of 
Home Builders. Mr. Linnehan was born on Novem- 
ber 30, 1932, in Haverhill, Mass. He received his bache- 
lor’s degree in economics and government from Tufts 
University in 1954, 

From 1954 until 1962 he worked as manager and 
director of the C. Frank Linnehan Funeral Service in 
Haverhill, Mass. For the 3 years from 1962 until 1965, 
he served as Special Assistant to the Administrator of the 
Small Business Administration. In February 1965 he 
assumed his present duties with the National Association 
of Home Builders. 

Mr. and Mrs. Linnehan and their daughter reside in 
Washington, D.C. 


NoTeE: The announcement was released at Austin, Texas. 


National Advisory Commission 
on Health Manpower 


Announcement of Intention To Appoint 
Gaylord Freeman as a Member of the 
Commission. December 7, 1966 


The President today announced his intention to 
appoint Gaylord Freeman as a member of the National 
Advisory Commission on Health Manpower to succeed 
Joseph C. Wilson, chairman of the Xerox Corporation 
(resigned ). 

The Health Manpower Commission is a 15-member 
body appointed by the President last May. 


Among the tasks assigned the Commission are the 
following : 


—the recommendation of imaginative ways to improve 
the utilization of health manpower in Government 
agencies and private life; and 

—the recommendation of ways to accelerate education 
of doctors and other highly trained health personnel 
without sacrificing the highest quality of learning. 


The Commission is scheduled to terminate 90 days 


after the submission of its final report which is due June 
30, 1967. 


Mr. Freeman is presently vice chairman of the First 
National Bank of Chicago. He was born January 19, 
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1910, in Chicago, Ill., and holds an A.B. from Dart- 
mouth (1931) and an LL.B. from Harvard (1934). 

Mr. Freeman has held various positions with the Na- 
tional Bank of Chicago from 1940 to the present. He isa 
director of: Caterpillar Tractor Co.; Clearing Industrial 
District, Inc.; Time, Inc.; Container Corporation of 
America; Borg-Warner Corp.; Chicago and Northwest 
Railway; Northwestern University; Aspen Institute for 
Humanistic Studies; Infant Welfare Society. He is also 
a trustee with the Committee on Economic Development 
and a member of the American, Illinois, and Chicago bar 
associations. 

Mr. Freeman resides in Wayne, IIl., with his wife and 
three children. 


NOTE: The announcement was released at Austin, Texas. 


Peaceful Uses of Outer Space 


Statement by the President Announcing the Reaching 
of an Agreement on a Treaty. December 8, 1966 


[As read at the Press Secretary’s briefing] 


“T am glad to confirm on the basis of Ambassador 
Goldberg’s report to me this morning that agreement has 
been reached at the United Nations among members of 
the Outer Space Committee, including the United States, 
on a draft text of a treaty governing the exploration of 
outer space, including the moon and other celestial bodies. 

“In accordance with U.N. procedures, it is expected 
that a resolution endorsing the treaty will be submitted 
formally early next week with broad cosponsorship along 
with the agreed text of the Outer Space Treaty. 

“We look forward to early action by the Assembly on 
this matter. 

“Progress toward such a treaty commenced on May 7 
of this year when I requested Ambassador Goldberg to 
initiate consultation for a treaty in the appropriate U.N. 
body. 

“After business-like negotiations within the U.N. 
Outer Space Committee in Geneva and at the U.N. in 
New York, this important step toward peace has been 
achieved. 

“It is the most important arms control development 
since the Limited Test Ban Treaty of 1963. It puts in 
treaty form the ‘no bombs in orbit’ resolution of the U.N. 

“It guarantees access to all areas and installations of 
celestial bodies. 

“This openness taken with other provisions of the treaty 
should prevent war-like preparations on the moon and 
other celestial bodies. 

“This treaty has historical significance for the new age 
of space exploration. 
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“I salute and commend all members of the U.N. who 
contributed to this significant agreement. 

“In the expectation that formal U.N. action will have 
been completed at an early date, I plan to present the 
treaty to the Senate for advice and consent at the next 
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session of Congress and I hope that the United States will 
be one of the first countries to ratify it.” 


NoTE: The statement was read by George Christian, Acting Press 
Secretary, at his news conference at 11:22 a.m., c.s.t., on Thursday, 
December 8, 1966, at Austin, Texas. It was not made public in the 
form of a White House press release. 





NOMINATIONS SUBMITTED 
TO THE SENATE 


NOTE: The Congress having adjourned sine 
die on Saturday, October 22, 1966, no nomi- 
nations were submitted during the period 
covered by this issue. The first session of 
the 90th Congress will begin on Tuesday, 
January 10, 1967. 





ACTS APPROVED BY 
THE PRESIDENT 


NOTE: The President completed his con- 
sideration of acts and joint resolutions passed 
during the second session of the 89th Con- 
gress on November 13, 1966 (see 2 Weekly 
Comp. Pres. Docs., 1707). The first session 
of the 90th Congress will begin on Tuesday, 
January 10, 1967. 


CHECKLIST OF WHITE HOUSE 
PRESS RELEASES 

The releases listed below, made public by 
the Office of the White House Press Secre- 


tary during the period covered by this issue, 
are not included in the issue. 


Released December 3, 1966 


The President’s remarks at Laughlin Air 
Force Base, Texas (advance text). 

Remarks of the President at the Civic Plaza, 
Ciudad Acuna, Mexico (advance text). 


Released December 5, 1966 
Biography of Sgt. Robert E. O'Malley. 


Released December 6, 1966 

The President’s remarks at the ceremony 
awarding the Medal of Honor to Sgt. Rob- 
ert E. O'Malley, U.S. Marine Corps (advance 
text). 
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Asian trip by the President—Continued 
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